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Columbia Women’s Rugby Celebrates 20 Years with Alumnae

Practice Sessions with NYRC Women
By Sophie Lieberman, BC ’14

This spring season, Columbia had the opportunity to practice alongside the Women’s Premiere League National Champions, 
New York Rugby Club’s women’s team. NYRC led these training sessions to help improve our scrumming, tackling, rucking, 
and more. NYRC further supported us by lling the stands at our rst home game of the season against Stony Brook. We are
lucky to have the opportunity to play with and receive feedback from extremely accomplished and talented rugby players. We 
are truly inspired by NYRC, and we hope to further develop our relationship in the year to come!

By Alejandra Jimenez, CC ’13

Columbia Men’s and Women’s Rugby hosted a joint Alumni Weekend this spring to celebrate our 50th and 20th anniversaries! 
The festivities began Friday, April 15th, with events continuing all weekend. As our team is currently making strides towards 
uniting the two rugby clubs, the weekend was a fantastic opportunity to make connections within both alumni groups, and to 
gain support of our program.

Friday night featured a cocktail party for both alumni and current rugby players alike, where our historian, Rich Coppo, paid 
homage to those alumni who stood out during their own time as Columbia ruggers, and those who continued their rugby career homage to those alumni who stood out during their own time as Columbia ruggers, and those who continued their rugby career 
long after graduation. Saturday evening the men's team defeated Yale for the Hayden Shaquille Pierre Cup, in honor of the 
late son of men's coach Hayden James. Celebrations continued with an alumni social that night. Sunday morning featured the 
adrenaline-lled alumni rugby games, where the men's and women's teams faced off against their alumni. A nal post-game 
social was held, where we rafed off the 2011 Alumni Weekend rugby ball and said our farewells. We are looking forward to
hosting our next Alumni Weekend with CURFC, tentatively scheduled for Saturday, April 28 and Sunday, April 29, 2012.hosting our next Alumni Weekend with CURFC, tentatively scheduled for Saturday, April 28 and Sunday, April 29, 2012.
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Columbia Joins Ivy League Rugby Conference
By Juliette Conte, CC ’12

Women’s rugby clubs from all eight Ivy League schools will be entering a USA Rugby based 
Division I Ivy League Rugby Conference this fall! The Ivy League Rugby Conference held its 
inaugural season in Fall 2009 when all eight men’s teams left their respective Local Area 
Unions (LAU’s) and formed the new conference. Starting this fall, all eight women’s teams 
will join the conference. Each team will have a Board Member and a vote on the Ivy Rugby 
executive board. Two of the Ivy women’s teams, University of Pennsylvania and Cornell executive board. Two of the Ivy women’s teams, University of Pennsylvania and Cornell 
University, have decided to remain in their LAU’s and not compete in the Ivy League Rugby 
Conference this fall. However, these two clubs will be considered part of the Ivy League 
Rugby Conference in all aspects outside of the playing schedule and will be represented on 
the Ivy Rugby Executive Board. UPenn and Cornell hope to fully join the Ivy Rugby 
Conference starting in Fall 2012 after their programs have been given ample time to prepare.

The Fall 2011 women’s schedule will closely follow the men’s schedule. CUWRFC hopes to 
travel alongside CURFC to away matches, which will further our growing relationship with travel alongside CURFC to away matches, which will further our growing relationship with 
our men’s side. The fall schedule will feature an Ivy Sevens Tournament held on November 
5-6th that will include both the men’s and women’s teams. In the spring, the Ivy League 
teams will compete in an Ivy Wildcard 15s Championship. Four Ivy teams will advance to 
playoffs for the National Tournament. These four teams will compete for the National 
Tournament through the Northeast Rugby Union (NRU) and playoff against the New England 
Rugby Football Union (NERFU) DI Conference and the Upstate NY DI conference for seeds 
to Nationals.to Nationals.

CUWRFC is condent that the decision to join the Ivy League Rugby Conference will help 
our program develop and expand. To prepare for entrance into a DI Conference, CUWRFC 
is taking several new initiatives this summer. We are currently collaborating with Brown 
University WRFC Head Coach, Kerrissa Heffernan, to develop fundraising and recruiting 
plans for our club. Additionally, many players from CUWRFC are participating in summer 7s 
programs to improve their playing skills, including New York Rugby Club, San Francisco Fog 
RFC, DC Furies RFC, and Falcons Rugby program in Boston. Lastly, we will be holding a RFC, DC Furies RFC, and Falcons Rugby program in Boston. Lastly, we will be holding a 
preseason to train in the week before the fall semester starts. We are excited for the 
challenges and developments that the Ivy League Rugby Conference will bring to CUWRFC.

CUWRFC E-Board

Loomis ’11 Receives All-Ivy Honorable Mention
By Taylor Clarke, CC ’14

CUWRFC’s own Dilcia Loomis (SEAS ’11) received All-Ivy Honorable Mention at the Ivy League Tournament in April! 
Loomis powered her way through UPenn, Yale, and Brown, leading our team with damaging runs and numerous tackles. She 
went on to represent Columbia when she played in the All-Ivy All-Star game at Dartmouth on May 8, 2011. She has been a 
crucial member of CUWRFC’s back line this year, and we will miss her after graduation. Congratulations to Dilcia for an 
unbelievable performance at Ivys and an incredible season overall!

Date   Opponent   Location

Sept. 24  Harvard   HOME
Oct. 2   Dartmouth   HOME
Oct. 8   Brown    Providence, RI
Oct. 15  Princeton   Princeton, NJ
Oct. 22  Yale    HOME
Oct. 29Oct. 29  Northeast Quarternals TBA
Nov. 5-6  Ivy League 7s   TBA
Nov. 12-13  Northeast Final 4  TBA

Fall 2011 Schedule

By Erin Glennon, CC ’12
Columbia Rugby is proud to present 
our new club logo! The image, which 
is rich with traditional Columbia 
emblems, was inspired by the goal of 
club unity. Designer Rob Schnabel of 
Bakline describes the logo as honoring Bakline describes the logo as honoring 
the Club’s customary use of the King’s 
College Crown; the symbol is 
portrayed prominently within the logo, 
elevated upon blades of sharply 
designed wheat, which also cradle the 
ball of the sport. The Club’s acronym 
is anked on either side by the Men’s is anked on either side by the Men’s 
and Women’s founding years. Further 
below, the scepter of the Alma Mater 
draws in with the Columbia shield and 
becomes one uid piece. A special 
thanks to Rob for the design.

President: Juliette Conte
Vice President: Erin Glennon
Match Secretary: Giuliana Viglione
Treasurer: Bianca Rahill-Marier
Recruitment Chair: Savannah Woods
Fundraising Chair: Alejandra Jimenez
Alumnae Chair: Kim ShepardAlumnae Chair: Kim Shepard
Webmaster: Taylor Clarke
Equipment Chair: Sophie Lieberman

Backs Captain: Juliette Conte
Forwards Captain: Kim Shepard

A special thanks to Kim Shepard, BC ’11 for the 
layout and design of this season’s newsletter.
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To ensure that you receive updates about CUWRFC 
and a copy of the newsletter in the future, please 
inform us of your curent contact information by lling
out our online form through the website at
cuwrfc.wordpress.com/alumnae.

We would like to keep in touch with all of you and 
know about what you have been up to since your time know about what you have been up to since your time 
on CUWRFC. If you are not yet part of 
cuwrfc@googlegroups.com, contact Michele Connolly 
at michele.connolly@gmail.com to be added. Our goal 
is to use the Google group to revive the wonderful 
relationships we have formed through Columbia Rugby.  

Stay in the Know! Contributions to Columbia Rugby

The 2010-2011 budget for all Columbia club sports allotted each 
club forty percent of its expenses for the previous year. Due to 
this disparity we are struggling to continue funding this incredible 
women’s sport. This year’s team was comprised of more than fty 
percent rookies, women who have developed incredible rugby 
skills and have become as much a part of the CUWRFC family as 
four year veterans.  The bonding of the team members provides four year veterans.  The bonding of the team members provides 
for a more unique and nourishing Columbia experience.  With the 
recent heightened interest in women’s rugby, our team’s goal is to 
enable the team to ourish and to continue to provide women with 
the opportunity to participate in this inspiring sport – a sport often 
thought of as a “man’s sport.”

Your donation, no matter the amount, will help our team achieve 
its goal and is tax deductible.its goal and is tax deductible.

Why does CUWRFC need contributions?

To make an online donation, please follow these instructions:
1. Go to Columbia University’s Online Donation page, 
    giving.columbia.edu/giveonline.
2. Under School or Division enter “Athletics,” under Designation select 
    “Other,” and then enter the appropriate gift amount.
3. Answer the questions on the next page as is appropriate.
4. In the Comments/Special Instructions box enter Women’s Rugby Club 4. In the Comments/Special Instructions box enter Women’s Rugby Club 
    and Fund #16878 to ensure the donation goes to CUWRFC!

To send a donation by check,
Please make it out to Columbia University, with Women’s Rugby 
Club in the memo line. Checks should be mailed to:

 Brian Jines
 Dodge Fitness Center
  3030 Broadway
 MC 1923
 New York, NY 10027

Hillel Auction
By Nadia Abascal, BC ’11

CUWRFC put the “fun” in fundraising this semester. Some of our ladies volunteered their time to auction off a coveted 
chance to train with the team. Columbia’s Hillel organized the auction and proceeds went to Life Bone Marrow Foundation. 
Our lady ruggers put on a good show, assembling an impromptu line-out and condensed back line to give a sneak peak of what 
a training session might entail. The club raised a total of $30 for Life Bone Marrow. But that’s not all that was donated as a 
result of our visit to the auction! Our ladies also gave up some of their DNA to be enrolled in a registry for possible donors. 
You know what they say: “Give blood bone marrow, play rugby.” You know what they say: “Give blood bone marrow, play rugby.” 

By Giuliana Viglione, SEAS ’13

Each year, CURFC does a foreign tour over spring 
break, going to countries as diverse as France, 
Argentina, Italy, and Trinidad and Tobago over the 
past few years. This trip exposes the men’s team to 
other rugby cultures and offers invaluable experience 
playing and learning from foreign teams. We hope to playing and learning from foreign teams. We hope to 
join the men’s team on their tour of Trinidad over 
spring break 2012. We are very excited by this chance 
to grow our program, to improve our play, and to 
further strengthen our ties with the men’s team. 
Naturally a trip like this is very costly, and we are 
looking for donors to assist us in making this plan a 
reality. Any contribution you could give would be reality. Any contribution you could give would be 
greatly appreciated.

Spring Break 2012 Tour in Trinidad


