
scored first.  We had played our best rugby and were 

proud of our performance so we came home with our 

heads held high.  We really came together that week-

end and everyone could see the results of the tireless 

effort that each and every player was putting in. 

        It has been an interesting couple years for 

CUWRFC since joining the Ivy League as the level of 

competition has increased and we have had to in-

crease our level of play as a result.  An important goal 

agreed upon by the team is that of being competitive 

on the D-1 level, and our performance this spring, 

especially at Beast of the East, really demonstrated 

what we are capable of. 

        Looking back on our season, CUWRFC would 

like to give a special thank you to Rachel Hughes, 

member of New York Rugby Club, who took over for 

Heather Martin as our Forwards Coach this sea-

son.  Her energy, unwavering support, and incredible 

knowledge of the game helped us to develop a great 

skill set, which we are looking forward to building on 

in our Fall Season!  

  CUWRFC built on momentum gained in the fall and 

had a great spring season!  We started off with an ex-

citing win over Rutgers but were defeated in our fol-

lowing two games against Vassar and the New York 

Rugby Club's U19 team.  Coaches and players worked 

together to identify the specific problems we were 

having and we worked hard in our final weeks of 

practice to not only fine-tune our skills, but also to 

come together as a cohesive team--forwards and backs

--and find our collective passion for the game. 

        Our hard work paid off during Rhode Island's 

annual Beast of the East Rugby Tournament at which 

CUWRFC's performance was definitely the highlight 

of our season.  After all of our hard work and develop-

ment we played with heart and passion, and, true to 

our motto, we played 15 as 1.  We began the tourna-

ment with a 45-0 victory over Providence Col-

lege.  This win carried CUWRFC to another victory 

over Mt. Holyoke 59-0.  The two wins put us in good 

position to play for the championship the following 

day.  Unfortunately we lost our first game of the 

playoffs, 17-17 against Roger Williams, due to a tie 

breaker rule which gave the victory to the team who 

Spring Season Review 
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This year’s alumnae weekend was a little bit 

different than it has been in the past. Unfortunately 

we had to cancel our full contact game due 

to unforeseen insurance and financial barriers, but it 

was a great night never the less. The current team 

members and alumnae got together to play a game 

of touch rugby on Columbia’s lawns on Saturday, 

April 27th. We were able to integrate the current 

and past CUWRFC members and our coaches for a 

fun and casual rugby game. Following this we went 

to V&T’s Pizzeria for a delicious dinner of pizza 

and pasta. It was a great chance for the alumnae and 

current members to catch up with old friends or 

meet someone new. This year’s alumnae weekend 

was a wonderful night, and we hope to see 

everyone again next year!   

Alumnae Weekend Review 

Community Service Update  

     This fall, CUWRFC will resume Ivy League ac-

tion.  Team members will arrive in New York the week 

before classes to begin to attend preseason, 

which includes fitness work in the parks around the city 

and full rugby practices up at Baker Field.  With a new-

ly revamped Ivy Conference and a strong start out of 

preseason, Columbia will be able to compete for a divi-

sion title.  The women’s league has two tiers, the first 

holding Brown, Dartmouth, Harvard, and Prince-

ton.  The second tier includes Columbia, Cornell, Penn, 

and Yale.  We will play every team in our tier, and two 

crossover matches.  At the end of the regular season, the 

top team from the second tier will challenge the fourth 

team from the first tier for the fourth spot in the Ivy 

Conference Final Four.  The Final Four tournament will 

take place next spring, in 2014.  Go CU!  

Fall Preview 

 

During the spring semester, CUWRFC continued to volunteer with Sanctuary for Families. Sanctuary is the largest 

nonprofit in New York state that serves both domestic violence victims, sex trafficking victims, and their children. 

Our volunteers have worked mostly in the Butterfly Boutique, where clients "shop" for clothing, toiletries, and other 

items that have been donated to Sanctuary. In March, a group of our team members also attended a training to learn 

about Sanctuary's work in greater detail. We were lucky to build a relationship with an organization that does 

amazing work, and we look forward to continuing that commitment next year. 

Are you or anyone you know interested in helping us out with funding in exchange for our unwavering loyalty? As 

a sponsor, we will provide you with ample advertising space on our paraphernalia. Additionally, if a food company 

would like to sponsor us, we will serve their food at our events. Sponsors also get to brag about sponsoring us, 

which we will aid you in by providing you with our logos, graphics, etc. If you are interested, please contact our 

fundraising chair, Sarah Caputo at smc2220@barnard.edu 

CUWRFC Wants Sponsors! 



Columbia 17, Roger Williams 17 

     Roger Williams received the opening kickoff and scored 

three early tries before being held scoreless the rest of the 

game.  CU slowly clawed their way back into the game, culmi-

nating with a Mel Peterson gritty try in the corner with seventy 

seconds to play.  With the game tied after regulation, Roger 

Williams got the nod into the next round for scoring first.  As 

the seniors’ last game, CU went home proud of their fight and 

thrilled with their play. 

Columbia 12, Harvard 52 

       Harvard’s speedy winger helped the Crimson to a 47-0 lead, 

but Izzy Cerullo and Mel Peterson made great runs to add a pair of 

tries. 

 

Columbia 17, Yale 36 

       Cerullo opened up the scoring with a breakaway try and a 

conversion.  Izy Gonzalez repeatedly stole Yale’s lineouts, tossing 

one to Cerullo who added yet another try.  Savannah Woods 

scored the final try of the day, punching through the Yale defense. 

 

Columbia 29, Cornell 41 

       Mel Peterson set up Izzy Cerullo for an early try, Ullman adds 

one and Cerullo scores another as CU and Cornell trade 

scores.  The teams go into halftime with the score knotted at 

17.  Cornell scored three quick tries coming out of the break, but 

Peterson and Cerullo added a pair to pull CU close, just before the 

final whistle blew. 

Columbia 45, Rutgers 22 

     Izzy Cerullo, Mel Peterson, and Kira Ullman all score as 

CU takes a commanding win over the Scarlet Knights. 

 

Columbia 19, Vassar 30 

     Vassar used their powerful forwards to help themselves to a 

20-0 halftime advantage, but Amanda Leng-Smith added two 

tries late in the second half, and Izzy Cerullo snuck a third in 

just before the whistle. 

 

Columbia 29, NYRC 34 

     Columbia played through tough circumstances in this hard-

fought game.  Izzy Cerullo set up Kira Ullman for a try on the 

first possession of the game and scored herself, but then CU 

lost her to an ankle injury.  Playing with two rookies in their 

rugby debuts and a shaken up back line, Mel Peterson led CU 

to several more tries to pull back within five.  The final whistle 

blew after just seventy minutes due to space restrictions, but 

CU had played a great game. 

 

Columbia 45, Providence 0 

     CU opened up the Beast of the East tournament with a 

splash, as they rolled to a victory over the Friars.  In the short-

ened 44 minute game, CU matched their single-game season-

high in points, but the ladies in blue weren’t done yet. 

 

Columbia 59, Providence 0 

     In the second game of the day, CU only got better.  Averag-

ing a try every five minutes, CU easily secured a birth in the 

playoff rounds the next day. 

Columbia 17, NYRC 26 

        CU went into an early hole before scrumhalf Mel Peterson 

scored the first try of the season on a forty yard solo run.  A 

dozen rookies made their rugby debut, and Izzy Cerullo and 

Sophie Lieberman added tries. 

 

Columbia 0, Dartmouth 69 

       CU took a tough loss to a strong Big Green, as Dart-

mouth’s speedy wingers got outside of the CU defensive line. 

 

Columbia 21, Penn 17 

       Izzy Cerullo opened up the scoring for CU in this tight 

game, and Penn took a 12-7 lead into halftime.  Cerullo scored 

(and converted) her second try of the day while Penn held a 17-

14 advantage with two minutes to play.  As time expired, Nao-

mi Sharp scored the final try and CU stole the win, 21-17. 

Spring Game Summaries 

Ivy League Game Summaries (Fall ‘12) 
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CUWRFC: 

15 as 1 

Contact info can 

be found at: 
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Chiemika Ihiasota, or “Che,” hails from Niagara Falls, NY and will be graduating from 

Columbia College with a degree in biochemistry. She has been playing as a lock since 

Fall 2011, when she joined because she was looking for physical activity and 

community. A highlight of her CUWRFC career was when she scored her first try at a 

7’s tournament in a match against Princeton. After graduation, she plans to spend some 

time with her family and then look for a position as a laboratory technician. 

 

Melissa Peterson, or “MeL,” has served as our scrumhalf and social chair for the past 

year. The native of Binghamton, NY, joined CUWRFC after quitting lacrosse, because 

she was searching for a “new awesome sport and a new awesome family.” She was 

honored by the coaches this spring as the Most Improved Player. MeL will be 

graduating from Columbia College with a degree in Psychology, and is looking 

forward to working for New York Cares, a nonprofit company.  

 

Isabela Gonzalez, or “Izy G.” grew up in Fairfax, VA. She is the longest-standing 

member of CUWRFC at present, having joined the team in the fall of 2009. As hooker, 

she won the “Moe” award and Rookie of the Year in Spring 2010. After graduating 

with a degree in Civil Engineering, she plans to intern at Thornton Tomasetti, a 

structural design firm in NYC, and then pursue her Master’s at Columbia Engineering 

in the fall. The highlight of her CUWRFC career was during the UPenn game in Fall 

2012- while carrying the ball, she broke a tackle from a much larger girl, and found it 

to be very empowering. This gave her the confidence to carry the ball a lot more 

throughout the spring season. 

 

Isadora Cerullo, or “Izzy” has played a lot of different positions since joining the team 

in Fall of 2010. On the field, she has played at flyhalf, fullback, scrumhalf, and wing, 

and off the field she served as Alumnae Chair for a year. In addition to her degree in 

Biology and Human Rights, she leaves Columbia College with a number of rugby 

honors: Ivy League honorable mention (2012), Rhino Rugby Player of the Week 

(2012), and CUWRFC’s Most Valuable Player (Spring 2013). The Cary, NC, native 

grew up playing soccer but chose not to play competitively in college. She has found 

the intense physicality of rugby to be rewarding, as well as finding an invaluable 

support network in her rugby “family.” She plans to stay in NYC and play for NYRC 

for at least a year or two. 

 

Alejandra Jimenez, or “Alie”, grew up in San Diego and will be graduating from 

Columbia College with a degree in Middle Eastern, South Asian, and African Studies. 

She joined CUWRFC in Spring 2010 because she was looking for a challenge and to 

make new friends. She found both, sticking with the team for “love of the game and 

my teammates” and has played as both flanker and hooker. She has also served the 

team as Fundraising Chair and Social Chair. After graduation, Alie will be working as 

an investigator in NYC. 

 

Alexis Kurmis, of Rochester, NY, isn’t sure why she joined CUWRFC since she 

wasn’t a big fan of physical contact. In Fall 2011, after leaving the varsity softball 

team, she received an e-mail from the rugby team and decided it would be good to try 

something different. She has found the sport to be more enjoyable than she anticipated 

and has made a lot of great friends. As a lock, she was honored as the Most Improved 

Forward in Spring 2012. After graduating from Columbia College with a degree in 

chemistry, she plans to attend Caltech, for a Ph.D. in chemistry. One of her favorite 

memories is CUWRFC’s first Ivy League victory, over Yale in Fall 2011. 

 

Senior Spotlights 


